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Subject » 

The  subject  of  this  thesis  is  the  design  of  a central 
public  library  for  a city  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
population.  It  is  assumed  the.t  the  building  will  be  entirely 
detached  and  will  stand  on  a plot  of  ground  sufficient  in  size 
to  give  practically  unobstructed  light  from  all  sides. 

The  building  is  to  be  of  fireproof  construction  but, 
in  order  to  fiu?ther  guard  against  damage  by  fire,  the  heating 
plant  is  placed  in  a separate  building;  or,  the  library  may  of 
course,  be  supplied  v/ith  steam  for  heating  from  a municipal 
heating  plant . 

The  schedule  of  rooms  required  was  fixed  upon  after 
studying  the  plans  of  a number  of  the  most  modern  American 
libraries,  and  those  rooms  were  embodied  in  the  plan  which  seem- 
ed to  be  needful  or  desirable  in  a library  of  this  size.  The 
size  of  the  rooms  was  determined  by  a like  comparison  of  plans . 
The  schedule  of  rooms,  v/ith  the  floor  area  given  them  is  as 
follows 

First  Floor.  Sq.  Ft. 

Entrance  Hall 

Rotunda  or  Delivery  Room  2025 

General  Reading  Room  — 5525 

Periodical  Reading  Room  5525 

Stack  Room,  5 stories , total  floor  area  — - 10660 

Trustee’s  Room  -- — — 500 

Toilet . 

Conversation  Room. — 500 


''llJIJiL 


Check  Room 


Sq.  Ft. 


Librarians  Room  

Toilet  

Cataloguer’s  Room  

Men’s  Toilet  Room  — 

Staff  Coat  Room  

Second  Floor 

Reference  Reading  Room  

Art  Room  — ■ — 

Map  and  Atlas  Room  

Special  Collection  Room  

Document  Room  — ' — — 

Study  Room  

n n 

Committee  Room  

Reference  Librarian’s  Room  -■ — 
Staff  Sitting  Room  (Women’s) 

” Toilet  

Women’s  Toilet  — -- — 


Basement  Rooms  Sq, 

Children’s  Reading  Room  — 5525 

Newspaper  Reading  Room  3525 

Newspaper  File  Room  600 

Repair  Room  — 400 

Receiving  and  Unpacking  Room  — 510 

Station  Delivery  Room  1150 

Janitor’s  Room  — — 200 


320 

400 

360 


3525 

940 

975 

500 

510 

300 

600 

320 

560 


Men’s  Toilet 
Boys  Toilet 
Girls  Toilet 
Store  Rooms 
Staff  Toilet 

Particular  effort  has  been  made  in  planning  the  building  to 
secure  an  arrangement  which  would  make  possible  the  greatest 
economy  of  administration  consistent  with  the  requirements  of 
the  institution.  The  general  reading  and  periodical  rooms  are 
so  placed  with  reference  to  the  delivery  room  that  effective 
supervision  over  both  may  be  exercised  from  the  delivery  desk. 

The  nevi.'paper  and  children’s  rooms  can  be  overlooked 
from  the  station  delivery  department,  although  an  extra  attend- 
ant would  probably  be  required  for  the  children’s  room  in  any 
case.  The  art,  map  and  document  rooms  are  also  grouped  so 
that  ordinarily  one  attendant  can  take  care  of  all  three . 

The  main  entrance  is  through  a large  hall  which  is 
sufficiently  separated  from  the  reading  rooms  to  prevent  readers 
from  being  disturbed  by  persons  passing  up  or  dov/n  stairs. 

The  rotunda,  which  serves  the  purpose  of  a delivery  room, 
is  the  monumental  feature  of  the  interior.  It  extends  the 
entire  height  of  the  building  and  is  lighted  from  above  through 
the  dome.  The  gallery  at  the  level  of  the  second  floor,  is 
supported  by  a colonnade . Heavy  arcades  divide  the  rotvmda 
from  the  reading  rooms  and  hall.  The  mural  decorations  of  the 
building  would  be  confined  principally  to  this  room. 

The  general  reading  room  is  made  larger  than  is  usual 
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for  a city  of  this  size  in  order  to  provide  for  future  increase. 
Shelf  room  is  provided  for  about  4400  volumes  around  the  walls . 
Two  hundred  readers  can  be  accommodated  at  the  tables  and  in 
the  window  seats . 

The  periodical  reading  room  is  made  the  same  size  as 
the  general  reading  room  for  a like  reason.  Shelving  can,  if 
necessary  be  continued  under  the  windows,  thus  increasing  the 
capacity  about  2,000  volumes  over  that  of  the  general  reading 
room.. 

The  stack  consists  of  five  stories,  one  at  the  first 
floor  level,  one  below  and  three  above.  Figuring  on  the  basis 
of  25  books  per  square  foot  of  floor  area  and  allowing  for 
space  taken  up  by  stairways,  etc.,  we  have  a total  stack  capa- 
city of  250,000  volumes.  This  is  greatly  in  excess  of  that 
usually  provided  in  libraries  for  cities  of  this  size.  The 
Milwaukee  public  library  ha,s  a stack  capacity  of  170,000  vol- 
umes; and  the  Minneapolis  library  100,000  volumes.  Probably 
a large  portion  of  the  stack  capacity  provided  for  in  this 
problem  would  be  unused  at  first.  Modern  public  libraries 

I 

in  growing  cities  increase  their  equipment  so  rapidly  that  ample 
room  should  be  provided  for  such  increase.  Should  still  more 
room  be  needed,  the  stack  could  be  extended  as  indicated  on 
the  drawing  of  the  first  floor  plan.  It  is  probable  that  all 
the  books  that  would  ordinarily  be  called  for  at  the  loan  desk 
could  be  shelved  in  the  three  lower  stories  of  the  stack  and 
so  be  easily  reached  by  the  attendants . The  two  upper  floors 
are  more  easily  reached  from  the  reference  department  and  can 
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be  used  for  the  storage  of  books  more  likely  to  be  called  for 
in  the  reference  room.  A lift  or  dumb  waiter  serves  the  five 
floors . The  shelf  standards  and  supports  are  of  wrought  iron, 
treated  with  the  Bower-Barff  process  to  prevent  rust.  The 
shelves  are  hard  wood.  The  floors  are  glass  in  steel  frames, 
supported  by  the  shelf  standards. 

The  delivery  working  space  is  a two  story  room  and  is 
lighted  through  a sky -light.  It  communicates  directly  with 

the  librarian’s  and  cataloguer’s  rooms  and  by  a service  stair- 
way with  the  reference  librarian’s  room  and  basement. 

The  librarian’s  room  opens  off  the  working  space  so 
that  the  librarian  may  easily  supervise  the  work  of  the  loan 
desk  attendants  and  assistants.  The  room  is  also  reached 
directly  from  the  public  space.  A private  toilet  and  coat 
closet  are  provided  for  the  librarian. 

The  cataloguer’s  room  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  work- 
ing space,  convenient  to  the  loan  desk  and  stack. 

The  conversation  room  is  well  removed  from  the  reading 
rooms  so  that  readers  will  not  be  disturbed  by  the  talking. 

A check  room  for  wraps  is  located  on  the  first  floor 
near  the  main  entrance . 

The  trustees ’ room  has  a private  toilet  and  cloak  room 
in  connection  with  it. 

The  reference  reading  room  is  the  same  size  as  the 
general  reading  room.  Shelving  along  the  walls  and  under  the 
windows  can  be  made  to  accommodate  about  6,400  volumes.. 

This  room  communicates  with  the  stacks  through  the  reference 


librarian's  room  and  also  through  the  service  stairway  hall. 

The  art  room  is  a well  lighted  room  suitable  for  con- 
taining a 'small  collection  of  statuary,  pictures  and  other 
works  of  art.  The  document  room  and  the  map  and  atlas  room 
adjoin  the  art  room. 

A study  room  is  placed  convenient  to  the  group  just 
mentioned  and  another  near  the  reference  room. 

Another  room  is  assigned  to  a special  collections 
which  are  to  be  kept  under  lock  and  key. 

A sitting  room  for  women  of  the  staff  is  placed  in  a 
retired  portion  of  the  building.  This  feature,  while  not 
absolutely  essential  to  the  plan,  will  provide  an  agreeable 
and  useful  retiring  and  rest  room  for  the  v/omen  employees . 

A toilet  room  adjoins  this  room. 

The  children’s  department  has,  of  late  years,  become  a 
most  Important  adjunct  to  the  public  library,  and  in  many 
large  libraries  the  children’s  room  is  made  as  large  as  the 
general  reading  room.  This  practice  has  been  followed  in 
the  present  plan.  The  children’s  room  is  placed  in  the  base 
ment,  which  is  high  enough  to  give  good  lighting  in  the  rooms 
The  side  basement  entrance  is  so  convenient  to  this  room  that 
it  would  be  naturally  be  used  almost  entirely  by  the  children 
thus  saving  other  patrons  from  possible  annoyance  by  the  pass 
ing  of  the  children  through  the  main  entrance  and  halls. 

Space  for  an  attendant  is  railed  off  in  connection  with  the 
station  delivery  department,  and  shelving  for  almost  1,000 
books  can  easily  be  placed  within  the  enclosure  without  mater 
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ially  reducing  the  v/orking  space.  Shelving  can  alee  he  placed 
around  the  walls  as  in  the  other  reading  rooms.  Toilet  rooms 
for  hoys  and  girls  are  placed  near  the  reading  room. 

The  newspaper  reading  room  is  in  the  opposite  wing 
and  similarly  situated  so  that  a certain  class  of  patrons  of 
this  room,  whose  neighborhood  might  he  undesirable  to  those 
using  the  other  departments,  will  he  well  segregated.  A par- 
tition across  the  hall  separates  this  from  the  childrens 
department . Racks  for  the  current  periodicals  are  placed  in 
the  reading  room  and  the  files  of  the  current  year  are  also 
kept  here.  The  hack  files  are  to  he  kept  in  the  newspaper 
file  room. 

The  station  delivery  department  is  placed  immediately 
below  the  delivery  working  space  and  communicates  with  it  by 
means  of  the  service  staiirway  and  a hook  lift.  An  automobile 
runway  passing  through  the  basement  facilitates  the  loading 
and  unloading  of  hooks  onto  and  from  the  delivery  cars. 

The  receiving  and  unpacking  room  is  on  the  other  side 
of  the  runway  so  that  cases  can  he  unloaded  directly  from  the 
trucks  into  the  room;  another  lift  takes  the  hooks  from  the 
unpacking  room  to  the  main  floor. 

Nezt  to  the  unpacking  room  and  communicating  with  it 
is  the  repair  room.  The  same  stairway  and  lift  serve  for  both. 

The  outside  walls  are  brick,  faced  with  Bedford  lime- 
stone, While  the  latter  is  not  a strictly  fireproof  material, 
it  is  probably  the  best  for  the  execution  of  such  a design  as 
has  here  been  prepared.  The  comparative  isolation  of  the 
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building  minimizeB  the  danger  of  damage  to  the  stone  work  by 
fire.  The  dome  is  roofed  with  terra  cotta  tile  and  the  rest 
of  the  building  with  metal . 

The  interior  bearing  walls  are  also  of  brick  and 
the  other  partitions  of  tile  or  metal  lath  and  plaster.  The 
floor  beams  are  steel,  protected  with  concrete,  and  the  floors 
reinforced  cinder  concrete. 

The  rotunda  and  halls  are  finished  in  marble  and 
mosaic  and  have  tiled  floors.  The  finish  and  ornament  in 
the  other  rooms  is  langely  in  Keen’s  cement  plaster,  a fire- 
proof and  sanitary  material.  As  little  wood  as  possible  has 
been  used.  The  finished  floors  are  wood  laid  on  top  of  the 
concrete  floors ; tile  makes  too  noisy  a floor  for  reading  or 
study  rooms . 

The  following  drawings  show  the  design: - 

Front  Elevation. 

First  floor  plan. 

Second  floor  plan. 

Basement  plan. 

Section  through  entrance,  rotunda  and  stack. 
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